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ver Tracks 20
yme that “20” meant 20
er hour (because I know that
1958, Canada went by miles,
1 of kilometres), but 20 miles
ar is only about 30 km/h.
vt know why Ontario later
ray with a speed limit when
ng a railway track.
rHAN DAVIES, Ottawa

sider cycling funds

cally, six Ottawa residents, our
\bours, were killed in the re-
hus-train collision in Barr-

1. Not surprisingly, there has
considerable focus on the cir-
stances associated with the col-

n.

what some may be character-
as a knee-jerk reaction, plans
»nstruct an underpass atthe

at the cost of somewhere in the
110 million range appear to be

=

lunteers and those they served.
Not only does it bring top of mind
at there are less fortunate in our
mmunity, but also how the Ot-
wa Mission is there to help them.
aving been a volunteer over the
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/ithin budget? Given what 1 have
een so far, the answer is obvious.
AURRAY KAISERMAN, Ottawa

Managers are accountable

This Citizen editorial concluded
that © ... no city official has stepped
forward to take responsibility . i
for the challenges that have been

«Councillors ... are 100 weak to de-
mand accountability”

This is incorrect.

As the city manager, all respon-
gibility for city operations and
day-to-day management ultim-
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The Citizen reported that «gleven | wouldhaveto lay a charge; 2 court *-
cyclists have been Kkilled on Ottawa

streets since 2009 ———————

The Transportation Master Plan
announced this week calls for the
city to spend $70 million on all cye-
Jing-related projects between 2014
and 2031, an 18-year period.

It is important to learn from mis- changes to public ser-

Re: Broad

More threats to PS

public—sector employees as punch-
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takes and oversights in the past and vice promised, Oct. 17. ing bags as they head to the polls
make prudent expenditures to miti- | Beyond all the talk about a so- in 2015,
i called sconsumers-first agenda,’ AJC members work hard on be-

the Harper govemment’s throne
speech contained information that
points 1o tough contract negotia-
tions as we head into 2014, The As-
gociation of Justice Counsel, which
represents 2,700 federal lawyers
(Crown prosecutors, lawyers at the
Department of Justice and at vari-
ous federal agencies), laments the
fact that the speech refers to yet
more cuts and spending freezes.

After inheriting a $ 14-billion sur-
plusin 2006, and transforming it
into a $ 29-billion deficit (while re-
ducing the GST by two points and
cutting corporate income tax rate),
this government has reiterated its
intention of eliminating the defi-
cit by 2015.

In its throne speech, the govern-
ment also says it intends to reform
the public service’s sick-leave 8ys-
tem and to revise performance man-
agement to provide cheaper ser-
vice to Canadians. Fven more sur-
prising was 2 reference to amending
the Public Service Labour Relations
Act. We will keep a close €ye on this
one because collective bargaining is
a democratic right and this Act can-
not be weakened.

The throne speech, which reflects
this govemment’s overall philoso-
phy, is a good reminder for us to re-

gate risk.

But if the goal is to reduce the
overall risk to our citizens and fatal-
ities in our population, perhaps it’s
appropriate to take a step back and
consider additional expenditures
on cycling—related initiatives rath-
er than diverting ahuge amount of
funds to mitigate a recurrence of
what may have (hopefully) been a
tragic one-time event.

NEIL COLLIE, Ottawa
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years, it never ceases to amaze me
how efficiently and thoughtfully
each of the more than 2,500 meals
is served. The meal and venue pro-
vides community t0 those who ate
there as well volunteers. Bravo to
the team at the Ottawa Mission.
STEVE GEORGOPOULOS, Orléans

T

ately rests with me. 1 have made
this point many times during my
tenure in this position anditap-
plies in these instances. Our Dep-
uty City Manager, Nancy Schepers,
also made it clear during the recent
technical briefing that the day-to-
day management of projects, like
these two, also falls to city staff, not

elected officials. main united as we head into what
When Councillor Maria McRae will surely be tough negotiations
asked for an independent third- in 2014, The government is setting
party review of the Airport Park- the stage fora showdown and we
way Pedestrian Bridge project, 1im- | canexpect the Conservatives touse
mediately concurred.

1also immediately when e ————————————————

Mayor Jim Watson instructed that
this report be delivered through
him and to the Finance and Eco-
nomic Development Committee of
Council.

As city employees and managers, Re: Nuclear must pe part of On-

it is always our intent to ensurethe | tario’s energy, Oct. 17.

best value for dollars gpent on be- The catastrophic nuclear accident
half of the residents of Ottawa. at the Fukushima Daiichi nucle-
That is what city council and resi- ar power plant will arguably 1ast
dents expect and rightly deserve. a long time and have a far-reach-
On those occasions when thisdoes | ing jmpact. Two years have passed
not occur, for whatever reason, we | since the accident and gtill the

are equally committed to correct- stricken reactor is gpewing radio-
jve action to limit or eliminate the activity, turning the area around

the plant completely unfit for hu-

potential for a repeat of the circum-
man habitation.

stances.

It is my intention to review all The disaster has evolvedinto a
elements of these projects to deter- | global incident because it CONCerns
mine what could have, o should the fate of 441 nuclear power sta-

tions now in operation around the
world. Japan, & champion of nuclear
power before Fukushima, has shut
down all its 53 reactors and look-

have, been done differently. I will
report to council on any and allac-
tions, in addition to those already
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have been just

e

half of Canadians and they deserve
respect, recognition and represen-
tation — nothing less.

LISA BLAIS,
president of the
Justice Counsel

Association of

Pass the foul cheese

Prime Minister Stephen “prorogue”
Harper has done it again, Yes, that
is the name 1 give him. Every time
he gets cold feet to face Parliament,
he finds a way to get away.

the throne speech,

On the day of

and knowing how he was going 0
betray Canadian
1 thought it would have been ap-
propriate if someone smeared some
ripe Limburger cheese on the steps
of the Parliament

cheese producers,

Buildings. The
real foul-smelling cheese would
right for the occa
sion. Perhaps it should have been
gerved to Harper on his plane trip
to Europe.

L. EDWARD MONTBRIAND, Ottawa

Our blessed Canada

After listening to the throne speech
and reading some of the highlights
in the Citizen, 1 feel blessed to live
in a country where our only prob-
lems seem to be paper oF electron-
ic, roaming charges, taking beer
across borders and getting bumped
on flights.

RAKESH MISRA, Kanata
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Nix nuclear risk

that they will phase out their nucle-
ar power stations. Only China — an-
other earthquake-prone nation —
is still building new nuclear power
stations: A catastrophic nuclear ac-
cident in the wake of an earthquake
may bring it to its senses.

Fukushima has reinforced the
perception of risks inherent in nu-
clear power generation. Catastroph
{c accidents, resulting from earth-
quakes, cyclones, fires, equipment
fajlures and operators errors, can
happen anywhere. With Ontario’s
nuclear reactors located around T¢
ronto, an accident on the scale of
Fukushima or Chernobyl will dev-
astate Canada’s largest city. We cal
not take that risk.

Cnntrary to what the editorial‘



